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Overview

» Notting Hill Methodist
Church and the Team
Ministry

 World Council of
Churches and ‘race’

o The World Council of
Churches Consultation

on White Racism.

 Programme to Combat
Racism and the Special
Fund.




WHAT IT MEANS
TOBE AN ALLY

An ally is a member of a privileged group who advocates
against oppression. It is what you do, not who you are.
A verb, not a noun.
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Team Ministry

David Mason

* Social and political
involvement

* Notting Hill Social Council

Geoffrey Ainger

* Qutreach and
experimentation

e FEcumenical Centre

Norwyn Denny
» Pastoral care

 Church and house churches










Transitions
in thought

How did the World Council
of Churches arrive at a
perspective which led to

a consultation specifically
on white racism?

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS ON RACI
1948-1985




Transitions
in thought

1964: Mindolo (Zambia)
Consultation

» African voices say that
violence was becoming
unavoidable due to the

failures of peace

o« The WCC note the guilt of
white Christians in terms of

oppressive situations in
southern Africa

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS ON RACI
1948-1985




Transitions
in thought

1966: Church and Society
Conference, Geneva

* Racism as structural and
economic

» White domination
precludes true human
community

* Reconciliation as personal
sacrifice and action

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS ON RACI
1948-1985
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Transitions
in thought

1968: Fourth Assembly,
Uppsala

* Racism is:

— a denial of
Christianity

— erases meaning of

human rights

— a threat to world peace

Focus on white racism WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

STATEMENTS AND ACTIONS ON RACI
1948-1985
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WCC, Uppsala, 1968

* Racism owned as a legacy of colonial,
Christian and Enlightenment pasts.

 Condemnation of the Transatlantic
Slave Trade and European
Colonialism.

o Christianity had legitimised the Slave
Trade.

o Christians used the Bible to condemn
African people.

o FEnlightenment thinkers developed
racist pseudo-scientific doctrines.




Five Key
Acknowledgements

» The economic complicity of the
churches with racism.

» This complicity undermined the
integrity of the church.

» Black Power as necessary to fight
white racism.

o White Christians to foreground
Black lives and voices.

* The redefinition of Christian ethics.




The World Council of Churches
Consultation on White Racism,
19-24 May 1969

What were the nature, causes, and consequences of white racism?

What should the WCC’s Programme to Combat Racism look like?




il Rights Bill in the USA

Race Relat
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—  Eduardo Mondlane, Pat
Lumumba

— Malcolm X, Martin Luther King ‘

* Colonial violence in Africa
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ASS WITH. THE MASSES OF NO
MAJO F THE PEOPLES OF




The Notting
Hill
Consultation

Revolutionary Black Power speeches.

Critiques.of capitalism and white
supremacy.

National Front stormed the event.

‘Declaration of Revolution’ read by
Black Power Activists.




The Notting
Hill
Consultation

» Acceptance of race-basedsidentities
alongside the universalised
Christian identity.

» How to do so without strengthening

o Equality of racialised identities.

Black Power Tk ‘



The Notting
Hill
Consultation

“WHITE CHRISTIANS MUST. LEARN TO
SIT AT THE FEET OF COMPETENT BLACK
LEADERS BEFORE THEY CAN STAND
SIDE BY SIDE WITH THEM AND WORK
HAND IN HAND WITH THEM.”

Allies

REVD DAISUKE KITAGAWA
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DeCla rad tion * Led by George Black from the

Student Non-Violence

Of Rel)Olu tion, Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

« Emphasised the role of the
Church in slavery and other

23 May 1 969 racist institutions.

« Emphasised the role of the
Church in violent and oppressive
regimes throughout history.

* ‘Blessed be the poor’ denounced
as hypocritical.




Black Power group
- halts Church talks

By a Staff Repdrter

Four Black Power demonstra-
tors intervened at ‘the World
Council of Churches’ conference
on racism at Notting Hill, W., last
night, and demanded, among

other things, £60m. for various

causes, .
They were allowed to make two

They promised to return to the
conference at 11 a.m. today for
the delegates® reply. The demon-
strators were allowed in to.the
conference because they were
accompanied by one of the dele-
gates, Dr. Nathan Hare, director
of the Black Studies Institute, San
Francisco State College. Dr. Hare
later said that he supported the
group.

When the session began yester-
day a delegate started reading the

speeches, lasting 20 minutes in.all. |

working 'paper. The demonstra-

tors filed behind her and politely

took over the microphone. Mr.
George Black then demanded that
the W.C.C. give massive support
to seven liberation movements

which he named. He said each

movement should be given either
£5m, or $5m. He also laid down
further causes for which £25m.
was demanded.

Shortly afterwards the confer-
ence disintegrated as debate turned
from the working papers *o the
question of what to do atout the
dcmands of the demonstrators.
Eventually it was resolved that the
steering committee of the confer-
ence and other interested delegates
would stay on to draft a ceply to
the “young people”; to decide
what to do about the demand.

Diary, page 8




Perspective

Principles must
lead to action to
have meaning.

Financial
reparations a way
to destroy
inequalities once
and for all.

Words cannot
fight the guns
and planes of the
oppressor.



The Notting
Hill
Consultation

August Report
Recommendations

Use economic sanctions against
organisations and corporations
which practised racism.

Affirmation of the principle of
reparations to produce a more
favourable balance of economic
power.

Recognition of the Church’s
involvement.in exploitation.

Establishment of a properly
funded unit to deal with the
eradication of racism.




The Notting
Hill
Consultation

Allies

“THAT ALL ELSE FAILING, THE CHURCH
AND CHURCHES SHOULD SUPPORT
RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS, INCLUDING
REVOLUTIONS, WHICH ARE AIMED AT
THE ELIMINATION OF THE POLITICAL OR
ECONOMIC TYRANNY WHICH MAKES
RACISM POSSIBLE.”

WCC AUGUST REPORT, 1969



Five year plan to combat racism.
Two aspects:
— FEducation/research programme.

— Special Fund of grants to
revolutionary organisations.

Grants given without restriction on use.
— Violence maintained the status quo.

— The oppressed knew if violence was
necessary.

Grants were an act of solidarity with the
oppressed.




Grants Given

$1,000,000 in
first-6 years

PAIGC in Guinea-Bissau.
FRELIMO in Mozambique.
SWAPO in Namibia.

ANC in South Africa.
ZANU/ZAPU in ‘Rhodesia’

Groups in central and southern
America.

UK groups: Race Today
Collective, IRR, Free University
for Black Studies, JCWI, etc.




 What would a PCR and Special Fund
look like today?

o Who would it support?

 How can we be allies to the locally,
nationally and globally oppressed?

 How can we be better listeners?

 How can we put our own monies where
our mouths are?

 What can be done to make the Church
more accountable to the radical promises
of its own past?

R, CONDEMNG
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We need a malleable and flexible
answer which can group and regroup

after each action...



